
 

 

 

 
Types of Hotels: A Quick Guide 
 

 
 

When it comes time for vacation, people have many different options for how to spend 
their time. Some people like to explore a new city, while others enjoy lounging on the 
beach all day. 
 
Some like to stay active and hike or bike during their trip. No matter what your ideal 
vacation looks like, chances are there is a perfect hotel out there to fit your needs! 
 
Here are 21 popular types of hotels that you should know about before booking your 
next trip, so give it a read: 
 



 

 

1. Chain Hotels  
One of the most popular types of hotels is chain hotels. These are usually part 
of a large corporation that has multiple locations all over the world. Some 
examples of well-known chain hotels include Marriott, Hilton, and Holiday Inn. 
 
The benefit of staying at a chain hotel is that you often know what to expect in 
terms of service and amenities. They also tend to be more affordable than other 
options, making them an excellent choice for budget-minded travelers. 
 

2. Motels 
Motels are a type of hotel typically located right off highways or interstates, 
making them a convenient option for road trips. They usually have a parking lot 
with easy access to each room. 
 
While motels are not as luxurious as some other types of hotels, they can be a 
great option if you just need a place to crash for the night. And, since they are 
often located near restaurants and gas stations, they can also be a convenient 
option if you need to grab something quickly. 
 

3. Resorts 
Resorts are a type of hotel usually located in a scenic or recreational area. They 
often have amenities like restaurants, pools, and spas, making them a great 
option if you want to relax and pamper yourself on vacation. 
 
While resorts can be a bit more expensive than other types of hotels, they often 
offer package deals that can save you money in the long run. And, since they 
have everything you need on-site, you won't have to waste time (and money) 
venturing out to find food or entertainment. 
 

4. Inns 
Inns are a type of hotel often smaller and more intimate than other options. 
They usually have a cozy, homey feeling, many of which are located in historic 
buildings. 
 



 

 

If you're looking for a hotel with character, an inn might be a perfect choice. And, 
since they tend to be family-owned and operated, you can expect excellent 
customer service during your stay. 
 

5. All-Suites Hotels 
All-suite hotels are a type of hotel that offers, you guessed it, suites instead of 
traditional hotel rooms. They are often larger than standard hotel rooms and 
have separate living and sleeping areas. 
 
All-suite hotels can be a great option if you need extra space during your stay. 
They are also often located near business districts or airports, making them a 
convenient option for business travelers. 
 

6. Boutique Hotels 
Boutique hotels are a type of hotel that is typically smaller than other options 
and has a unique design. They often have luxurious amenities and offer a higher 
level of service than other types of hotels. 
 
If you're looking for an upscale hotel experience, a boutique hotel might be the 
perfect choice for you. Remember that they can often be more expensive than 
other options. 
 
 

7. Conference/Convention Center Hotels 
Conference/convention center hotels are a type of hotel that is typically 
attached to a large conference center or convention center. They are often 
located in major cities and offer a convenient option for business travelers. 
 
A conference/convention center hotel can be a great choice if you're attending 
a conference or convention. And, since they are designed to accommodate 
large groups, they often have fantastic amenities like on-site restaurants and 
bars. 
 

8. Extended Stay Hotels 



 

 

Extended stay hotels are a type of hotel that is designed for guests who need to 
stay for an extended period. They often have kitchenettes or full kitchens so 
guests can prepare their meals. 
 
If you're going to be in town for a week or more, an extended stay hotel can be 
a great option. And, since they have all the conveniences of home, you'll likely 
feel more comfortable during your stay. 
 

9. Golf Resorts 
Golf resorts are a type of resort that is designed for golfers. They often have their 
golf course and offer other amenities like restaurants and spas. 
 
If you're looking for a relaxing vacation where you can play golf to your heart's 
content, a golf resort might be the perfect choice for you. Remember that they 
can often be more expensive than other types of hotels. 
 

10. Boutique Hotels 
Boutique hotels are a type of hotel that is typically smaller than other options 
and has a unique design. They often have luxurious amenities and offer a higher 
level of service than other types of hotels. 
 
If you're looking for an upscale hotel experience, a boutique hotel might be the 
perfect choice for you. Remember that they can often be more expensive than 
other options. 
 

11. Bunkhouses 
Bunkhouses are a type of hotel that is typically very basic and simple. They are 
often used by budget travelers or people looking for a no-frills experience. 
 
A bunkhouse can be an excellent option if you're not concerned with luxury or 
amenities. Remember that they are usually relatively small and may not have 
private bathrooms. 
 

12. Business Hotels 



 

 

Business hotels are a type of hotel that is designed for business travelers. They 
often offer conveniences like on-site meeting rooms and business centers. 
 
A business hotel can be a great option if you're traveling for business. Just keep 
in mind that they may not have all the same amenities as other hotels. 
 

13. Bed and Breakfasts 
Bed and breakfasts are a type of hotel that is typically small and family-run. 
They often offer a more personal experience than other types of hotels. 
 
A bed and breakfast might be the perfect choice if you're looking for a more 
intimate and personal hotel experience. Just keep in mind that they may not 
have all the same amenities as other hotels. 
 

14. Eco Hotels 
Eco hotels are a type of hotel that is designed to be environmentally friendly. 
They often use sustainable materials and practices to minimize their 
environmental impact. 
 
An eco-hotel can be a great option if you're looking for an eco-friendly hotel. 
Just keep in mind that they may not have all the same amenities as other 
hotels. 
 

15. Casino Hotels 
Casino hotels are a type of hotel that is typically attached to a casino. They 
often offer guests free or discounted access to the casino and other amenities 
like restaurants and spas. 
 
If you're looking for a hotel with a casino, a casino hotel can be a great option. 
Just keep in mind that they may not have all the same amenities as other 
hotels. 
 

16. Pop-Up Hotels 



 

 

Pop-up hotels are a type of hotel that is typically only open for a short period. 
They are often located in popular tourist destinations and offer a unique 
experience. 
 
If you're looking for a hotel with a unique twist, a pop-up hotel can be a great 
option. Just keep in mind that they may not have all the same amenities as 
other hotels. 
 

17. Pet-Friendly Hotels 
Pet-friendly hotels are a type of hotel that allows guests to bring their pets. They 
often have amenities like pet-friendly rooms and on-site dog parks. 
 
A pet-friendly hotel can be a great option if you're traveling with a pet. Just keep 
in mind that they may not have all the same amenities as other hotels. 
 

18. Roadhouses 
Roadhouses are a type of hotel typically located on a major road or highway. 
They often offer travelers conveniences like gas stations and restaurants. 
 
A roadhouse can be a great option if you're looking for a hotel that offers 
convenience. Just keep in mind that they may not have all the same amenities 
as other hotels. 
 

19. Gastro Hotels 
Gastro hotels are a type of hotel that is typically focused on food and drink. They 
often have on-site restaurants and bars, cooking classes, and wine tastings. 
 
If you're looking for a hotel with great food and drink options, a gastro hotel can 
be a great option. Just keep in mind that they may not have all the same 
amenities as other hotels. 
 

20. Hostels 
Hostels are a type of hotel that is typically very basic and budget-friendly. They 
often have shared rooms, bathrooms, and a kitchen and lounge area. 



 

 

 
A hostel can be a great option if you're looking for a budget-friendly hotel. Just 
keep in mind that they may not have all the same amenities as other hotels. 
 

21. Unique Concept Hotels  
Unique concept hotels are a type of hotel that is typically very unique. They 
often have themed rooms and amenities as well as unique experiences. 
 
If you're looking for a hotel with a unique twist, a unique concept hotel can be a 
great option. Just keep in mind that they may not have all the same amenities 
as other hotels. 

 
Verdict! 
There are various types of hotels to choose from, so it's essential to find one that best 
suits your needs. Just keep in mind that not all hotels have the same amenities, so be 
sure to check before you book. 
 

FAQs about the different types of hotels 
 

● How many different types of hotels are there? 
There are various types of hotels, but some of the most popular include chain 
hotels, boutique hotels, and pet-friendly hotels. 
 

● What is the difference between a hotel and a motel? 
The main difference between a hotel and a motel is that a hotel is typically more 
prominent and has more amenities than a motel. 
 

● What type of hotel should I stay in? 
The hotel you should stay in depends on your budget and the amenities you're 
looking for. A hostel can be a great choice if you're looking for a budget-friendly 
option. A chain hotel might be a better option if you're looking for a hotel with 
more amenities. 



 

 

 
● What is the most expensive type of hotel? 

The most expensive type of hotel typically depends on the location and the 
amenities offered. For example, a luxury hotel in New York City will be more 
expensive than a standard hotel in a small town. 
 

● Do all hotels have pools? 
No, not all hotels have pools. However, many chain hotels and boutique hotels 
do have pools. 
 

● Do all hotels offer breakfast? 
No, not all hotels offer breakfast. However, many chain hotels and boutique 
hotels do offer breakfast. 
 

● What are the different types of hotel chains? 
Some popular hotel chains include Marriott, Hilton, and Hyatt. 

 
● How can I find a hotel near me? 

There are a few different ways to find a hotel near you. You can use a travel 
search engine like Kayak or Expedia or a hotel aggregator like TripAdvisor. You 
can also use Google Maps to search for hotels in your area. 
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